Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Since the inception of the International Seminar on Protected Area Management, we have come to realize the importance of describing the setting you can expect to encounter when you arrive in Montana. Below are a few of the most frequently asked questions and our corresponding responses. Should you have questions that are not listed below, please feel free to e-mail the Seminar Coordinator at pam@cfc.umt.edu. 
What are my responsibilities during the Seminar?

We would like you to be prepared to reflect on protected area management in your own country.  During the Seminar, we will ask each participant to offer a brief 15 minute presentation regarding the protected area system in your country. Your presentation should focus on one successful example of protected area management in your country. When presenting a successful case study, focus on identification and discussion of the factors that led to the success of the project. Think of yourself as a teacher, sharing information to others who may want to start a similar project in their home countries. You may also want to include key challenges or questions you have related to protected area management in your country. 

In addition, it would be helpful if you could prepare a brief fact sheet, one or two pages in length, about the types of protected areas and their administration within your government. We would like you to e-mail us a copy of the fact sheet before July 6 so that we can make copies for you and distribute it to seminar participants. This way, you can devote most of your time to discussing issues in your country’s protected areas or other relevant topics you would like to share with us. We also encourage you to bring photographs or a Power Point presentation (on a flash drive or CD) as part of your 15 minute presentation, since images can provide valuable insight into the context in which your protected areas operate. 

For informal events later in the Seminar you may wish to bring some digital photographs or DVDs of some of the protected areas in your country. We typically arrange evening shows to learn more about each of our countries. It is not necessary for you to bring a laptop computer. However, you may certainly do so, and many past participants have enjoyed having the use of their own laptop during the Seminar.

What type of weather can I expect and what clothing should I bring while I’m in Montana?

You should come prepared for both warm and cool weather. Many of our field examples will have us in outdoor settings for several hours. August temperatures can range from 5°C to 35°C in Montana, and they can change rapidly in a single day. A good strategy is to bring clothes that you can put on in layers, and make sure you bring at least one warm sweater and a few pairs of warm socks. It is also useful to have a rain jacket. Since we will be walking on some mountain trails, comfortable, sturdy footwear is a must. For example, our schedule includes a short hike in Yellowstone National Park. Many participants enjoy having hiking shoes and sandals during the seminar. You may also like to bring a swimsuit for wading in the water. For indoor events, comfortable, casual clothes will be the norm. We plan no events where formal attire is required, but you may wish to bring one semi-formal outfit for our opening and closing banquets. For our opening banquet, we invite you to wear native dress from your country.
What countries do the participants come from?

Last year our participants came from twenty-three countries: Kenya, Nigeria, Namibia, Madagascar, Afghanistan, South Africa, Cambodia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Zambia, Egypt, Saint Lucia, Brazil, Israel, Rwanda, Jamaica, Vietnam, Indonesia, Tanzania, Albania, Colombia, Laos, The Philippines, and Guyana. Despite the fact that there may be political tensions between some of the countries represented by our participants, we have found that participants get along very well and form strong friendships that often extend beyond the Seminar. 
Will I receive per diem or an allowance?

All participants will receive a small per diem cash allowance of approximately $254 during the Seminar. This allowance is to be used for the occasions when participants will be required to arrange their own meals and pay for small incidental expenses. The tuition cost will cover all travel, lodging, and most of the meal expenses. If you wish to purchase items not covered by the allowance, you must bring your own money with you to Montana. 
How much luggage can I bring?

We encourage participants to pack as lightly as possible, as U.S. airlines have recently increased their restrictions on luggage weight and baggage allowance for flights that begin and end in the U.S. Since we will be providing a flight for participants from Missoula, MT to Washington, DC, participants will need to plan for keeping luggage to a minimum. We encourage participants to pack in such a way that they will have spare room for any gifts or items they purchase to bring home. Participants will be responsible for any airline fees for luggage in excess of one checked bag, as well as for luggage that exceeds airline weight restrictions.

Below are weight and baggage guidelines for the flight from Missoula to Washington, DC, as of June, 2009. Please note that exceptions apply, so we recommend that you visit Northwest Airline’s website. 
	Air Carrier
	Type of flight
	Carry-on
	Checked baggage
	Website

	Delta & Northwest
	Domestic
	One carry-one item

(maximum18 kg; and maximum 23 x 35 x 56 cm in length x width x height), plus one personal item
	$25 for second checked bag; $125 for third checked bag

(maximum 23 kg per bag)
	http://www.delta.com/traveling_checkin/baggage/baggage_allowance/index.jsp


Will there be time for shopping?

Participants will have an opportunity to shop in Missoula within a day or so of their arrival and will have similar opportunities once or twice throughout the remainder of the Seminar.

Will I have access to the Internet / e-mail?

Participants will have access to the Internet/e-mail during the first few days of the Seminar while in Missoula and once or twice during the remainder of the Seminar. If it is necessary that your e-mail is monitored on a daily or regular basis, please arrange to have someone in your home country do this.

Will I have cellular phone access?

The primary cellular network in Montana does not use the SIM card system. As a result, cell phones brought from overseas frequently can not be used in Montana. If you have an international cell phone, contact your service provider to see if it can be used in Montana. 

What is the best way to phone home from the United States?
When you arrive in the United States, we will provide you with a calling card that will allow you approximately one phone call home. Past participants have asked about inexpensive methods for dialing home periodically from the United States. One method is to purchase international phone cards from local shops. Another, often cheaper method, is to purchase calling cards from online retailers. You will need to bring a personal credit card with you if you want to take advantage of online calling card rates. The following website is an example of an online venue for purchasing international phone cards: http://www.comfi.com/.
What type of accommodations and food arrangements have been made?

All lodging will be in furnished hotels. During most of the seminar, participants will share accommodation (2 participants, 2 beds, one room). Once you arrive in Montana for the Seminar, we have made all the arrangements for your food and lodging for the duration of the program. We recognize that people have different dietary needs, so we have made sure there are menu options for each meal. 

What type of physical activity is required?

There will be no substantial physical activity required. There will be time allocated for optional short or day hikes in Yellowstone National Parks and the Rattlesnake National Recreation Area. However, recognizing that we will often be more than 1,500 meters above sea-level, you may tire faster than normal. Drinking water regularly will help a great deal.

How should I prepare for the Seminar before I arrive in Missoula?

Before arrival in Montana, each participant should have their issues identified and fact sheet developed and should have consulted the Suggested Reading page on the ISPAM website. We suggest that each participant review listed texts that are of interest and relevant to the protected area system for their home country. 
